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PERTH ROYAL WINE SHOW 
Statement 

HON MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM (South West) [9.45 pm]:  I make a brief statement tonight about this 
year’s Perth Royal Wine Show of the Royal Agricultural Society of Western Australia.  It was my pleasure to 
attend the Royal Agricultural Society’s concluding function at this year’s show as a guest of the Wine Industry 
Association of Western Australia and, in particular, of the Wine Industry Association chief executive officer, 
Ms Sue Vidovich.  As a point of interest to members, this year’s wine show had 2 767 entries with a total of 
16 500-plus wines on show, which would be quite a daunting prospect for most people.  There were also 37 
entries for the wine packaging design award, which was won by the Three Drops wine company from the great 
southern.  Wines from all over Australia and New Zealand were exhibited.  
To give members some sort of idea of the prestige of the show, I will quickly list some of the major exhibitors.  I 
am sure that members who are partial to a drop or two will recognise some of them: Penfolds Wines Pty Ltd 
from Nuriootpa in South Australia; McWilliams Wines Pty Ltd from New South Wales; Majella Wines Pty Ltd 
from Coonawarra; De Bortoli Wines Pty Ltd from New South Wales; Coldstream Hills from Victoria; Gralyn 
Estate from Margaret River; Jim Barry Wines Pty Ltd from the Clare Valley; Fox Creek Wines Pty Ltd from 
South Australia; Tamar Ridge Wines, interestingly from Launceston in Tasmania; Vasse Felix Pty Ltd from 
Margaret River; Plantagenet Wines from my neck of the woods; and Houghton Wine Company, which 
interestingly these days is registered in Reynella in South Australia but, as Western Australians would 
acknowledge and know, is very much a Western Australian company.  Even companies such as Nautilus Estate 
from Marlborough in New Zealand have exhibited at the Perth Royal Wine Show.  It is therefore quite a 
prestigious event.  Western Australian wines came from all over the state.  I am proud to be able to say that 
wines from the south west and the great southern, particularly places like Margaret River, Yallingup, Wilyabrup, 
together with Frankland, Mt Barker and Denmark in the great southern, all added a very Western Australian 
flavour to this year’s show despite the fact that other wines obviously came from all over Australia.  Indeed, 
wines this year even came from Queensland.   
I would like to focus for a moment or two on the significance of the Western Australian wine industry and 
suggest to members that although only three to four per cent of the total production of wine comes from Western 
Australia, over 20 per cent of the premium produce comes from this state.  That is quite a compelling statistic.  
The importance of the wine show circuit also needs to be mentioned.  It is often said that the wine shows of 
Australia represent the world’s best.  I quote from Mr Ivan Solomon, the President of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Western Australia, who said about the Perth Royal Wine Show -  

Clearly the Perth Royal Wine Show is important to the Australian wine industry.  It identifies the very 
highest quality wines and promotes them to the domestic and international markets.  It embodies the 
RAS Mission - which is to showcase the very best and promote excellence in the particular field. 

The Royal Agricultural Society’s Royal Perth Wine Show is one of the more successful.  The reason it is 
successful is that, as with all the shows, and there are many across Australia every year, it has a very 
hardworking committee and magnificent volunteers, and the quality of the judges and the wines themselves is 
first class.   
I will mention one particular class of wine that typifies everything I have been trying to say about Western 
Australian wines; that is, the dry red mature shiraz class.  There were some 91 exhibits in this class, of which 45 
won medals.  That is a fantastic effort.  Of those 45, given the wineries I have mentioned, 13 were from Western 
Australia, representing nearly 30 per cent of the medals on offer in that mature shiraz class.  That speaks 
volumes for Western Australian producers.  There were some 56 classes all told, with trophies and gold medals 
all over the place.  Many golds and silvers were won by Western Australian wines against the best in Australia 
and New Zealand.  Some eastern states producers even use Western Australian fruit to make their trophy wines.  
I will mention two particular trophy-winning wines that are very close to my heart - and my palate too, for that 
matter.  The first is the Old Kent River 2004 chardonnay, which scored 18.7 points out of a possible 20.  The Old 
Kent River wines come from Mark and Debbie Noack, and some of the fruit is also grown on the Coffey 
family’s property at Rocky Gully.  The other wine was a Ferngrove 2005 cabernet sauvignon, which scored 18.5 
points.  Both of these wines scored gold medals.  
Hon Paul Llewellyn:  A great drop.  
Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM:  Yes, it is a terrific drop; it is a great example of cabernet sauvignon from 
the Frankland area.  All credit goes to people like Kim Horton, the winemaker, and Anthony Wilkes, the chief 
executive officer of Ferngrove.  The many top wines from Western Australia winning gold, silver and bronze 
medals bodes well for wines in Western Australia.  I particularly make mention of a number of people who have 
been at the forefront of the wine industry in this state, such as Sue Vidovich, Tony Devitt and Ray Jordan, who 
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was acknowledged for his particular work in the wine industry through an industry achievement award.   All in 
all, the wine industry in Western Australia is in very good hands.  I am proud to be able to say, having been 
associated with the industry, that the industry goes into bat for itself, works hard and promotes its wines.  I 
congratulate all those who achieved medals and trophies this year, and wish them well in the future.  
 


